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ACTIVITY ANTICS
2022 was a tumultuous year in the world! The
news “highlights” from the year read a little more
like “low lights,” if you ask me. Wars, inflation, a
tripledemic…. NOT a year to repeat!

But then I started looking at Dove Healthcare Bloomer’s highlight reel and saw only good
things….
 Our doors were open to more family and fun
time!
 We grew a field of corn, sunflowers, and
pumpkins which brought on so many new
experiences.
 We welcomed back multiple, amazing team
members who had left for one reason or
another, but then realized that our grass was
the GREENEST.
 We opened an assisted living residence which
has brought so many new people into our lives
who are only enriching our Dove Healthcare
family.
2022 was all wins in Bloomer, and it makes me
excited to dig into 2023!
We ended 2022 on the wild ride we call December
with all of the cookies, presents, carols, and
parties the month could hold. It was a blast, but
exhausting! Now in the calm after the Christmas
“storm”, the calendar of events returns to a pace
that a person doesn’t necessarily need a sugar
high in order to keep up! Don’t get me wrong; it
will not be a leisurely month. It will be full of
favorites and a few new twists.
continued...

continued...
The big ticket item in January for me is National
Activity Professionals Week (NAPW). It gives
us a reason to get a little wild with new and different calendar offerings. I think January is the perfect month for this as Wisconsin January days often need a little sparkle OTHER than the frost on
our windows!
The NAPW theme this year is “Winter Adventures Await!” and we are exploring the notion of
embracing and making the most of winter. Will we
build a snowman? As long as there is snow. Will
we grow our own snowflakes? As long as the
science experiment is successful. Will we go ice
fishing? Let’s just say I’m not ruling it out! I am
genuinely excited to pursue this theme with our
residents.

So now we have entered through the door into
2023 and are taking our first steps in a new year.
Let those steps be light and expectant of good
things, abundant blessings, and lots of laughter!
Happy New Year!
Laura Odness, Recreation Director
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Nursing Headlines
It is time to say goodbye
to 2022 and welcome
2023! As we look back at
the recent holidays and
prepare for a new year,
please keep in mind that
the rate of COVID and influenza continues to climb
in Wisconsin.
For older adults, COVID and influenza can be much
more than just another illness. It can result in
dangerous, even deadly, complications that send
thousands to the hospital and some to an early
death.
Please help us reduce our residents’ risk of illness.
We ask that if you are exhibiting any signs or
symptoms of illness, have tested positive for COVID
or influenza, or been exposed to someone with
COVID or influenza, please refrain from visiting.
COVID and influenza exhibit many of the same
symptoms, including fever, malaise, headache,
runny nose, chills, body aches, sore throat, cough,
GI symptoms.
Handwashing and masks play a significant role in
preventing COVID and influenza from spreading.
When you visit Dove Healthcare, it is important to
look at the signs posted on our front door. If the
sign posted states that the transmission rate is
HIGH, masks are required. If there is another sign
stating that we are in a COVID or influenza
outbreak, we recommend that you refrain from
visiting. If you still choose to visit during an
outbreak, masks must be worn at all times. Thanks
for doing your part to help us prevent the spread of
illness!

A Minute With Maintenance
Building entrances can be hazardous especially
during poor weather conditions. A rainy, snowy, or
icy day can turn the safest of entrances into a very
hazardous area. When entering buildings, you
need to be aware of any potential hazards.
These hazards may consist of:
 Icy, snowy, or wet floors and walkways
 Cracked or heaved pavement
 Unkempt stairs or steps
 Mats that the edges are turned up
 Boxes or other items that are in your path
 Poor lighting
To help prevent you from falling remember to:
 Slow down, walk carefully, and never run
 If carrying items assure you can see the path
in front of you
 Wear sensible shoes for the climate
 Stay off your cell phone and be observant on
where you are walking
 Report to management any hazards so that
they may be addressed
Please be safe this winter when traveling our
building walkways and parking lots!
Happy New Year!
Dan Cunningham,
Environmental Services Director
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